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damaged and the c enemy ' driven into a corner or reduced
to impotence. Continued fascist violence threatened to
compromise Mussolini's plans and destroy any possibility of
political manoeuvring. On April 28 he had written an
article recalling the fascists to a sense of proportion :
c The fascists must not in their turn lose their sense of
proportion, or a great victory will be snatched from them.
It is dangerous for those who have won to want too much.
Fascism must not cause a revival of the P.U.S.1 in the
same way that the latter's countless stupid mistakes
helped the development of fascism . . . since the P.U.S.
is no longer harmful we must not disturb the country,
but help it along its difficult way towards peace at home
and abroad. Our present watchword must be : cc If
fascism loses its sense of proportion it will lose its victory." '
These preoccupations determined Mussolini's successive
attitudes and explain why he supported the idea of a c peace
pact', which was suggested in certain parliamentary and
liberal circles. He hoped he would thus be able to kill two
birds with one stone, join the government and reassert his
influence over the Fascist Party, which was beginning to
get out of hand. For him the struggle for the peace pact
was a struggle for power both in the fascist movement and
in the state.
It was not easy to manage the movement now that it had
grown so tremendously, particularly since it owed its rapid
growth to its having joined in the election with the frankly
reactionary national bloc, and to the solid rising of the^
landowners in the Po valley and particularly in Tuscany.
Mussolini first encountered resistance over the presence of
the fascist deputies at the opening session of the new
legislature.2 The right wing and the nationalists wanted to
go, to do honour to the king, but Mussolini wished the
fascist group to bide their time and not to commit them-
selves. They were also opposed to any agreement with the
socialists, and wanted to form a right coalition government.
1  The official Socialist Party.   A pun is intended here.   The party's name
was really Partito Socialista UrEciale.
2  P. 133.